
PROMOTION RECOMMENDATION 
The University of Michigan 

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts 

Thore J. Bergman, associate professor of psychology, with tenure, and associate professor of 
ecology and evolutionary biology, without tenure, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, is 
recommended for promotion to professor of psychology, with tenure, and professor of ecology 
and evolutionary biology, without tenure, College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. 

Academic Degrees: 
Ph.D. 2000 

B.S. 1993 

Certificate 1993 

Professional Record: 
2017 - present 
2014 - present 

2013 - present 

2005 - present 

2006 - 2014 

2001 - 2005 

Washington University 
University of Wisconsin 
University of Wisconsin 

Co-Director, Capuchins at Taboga, Costa Rica 
Associate Professor, Department of Psychology and Department of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan 
Co-Director, Evolution and Human Adaptation Program, University of 
Michigan 
Co-Director, University of Michigan Gelada Research Project, 
Ethiopia 
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Department of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan 
NRSA Post-doctoral Fellow, Moremi Game Reserve, Botswana and 
the University of Pennsylvania 

Summary of Evaluation: 
Teaching - Professor Bergman is a dedicated instructor who has demonstrated excellence in 
teaching large undergraduate lecture courses, with Q 1 and Q2 average ratings in the upper 
quartile. His upper level undergraduate courses also have average Q 1 and Q2 ratings in the 
upper quartile. Lastly, his graduate seminars are in the upper quartile for Ql and 5.0 for Q2. He 
also has a very strong record of mentorship. He has served on six doctoral dissertation 
committees since his last promotion, including chairing two of them. In addition, many 
undergraduate students have worked in Professor Bergman's lab for course credit, including 
UROP students and honors students. All the student letters were extremely supportive, 
describing Professor Bergman as an excellent role model who uses a variety of different tools 
(lectures, discussion, written reflections, and research projects) to foster students' development. 

Research - Professor Bergman is a comparative psychologist, who investigates vocalizations in 
primates in order to gain insight into the evolution of language. He studies three different 
species who live in very different social environments, which allows him to examine how those 
environmental differences influence social communication. His primary method is to record 
natural vocalizations, perform detailed spectral analysis of the sounds, play back different sounds 
to animals in the wild, and observe how they respond.  This approach has led to a number of 
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